STATUS OF WOMEN STUDENTS
burning questions before the University which led to a great many heated and in some cases bitter discussions. The first of these was compulsory Greek. At that time and until many years afterwards no one could take a degree unless he had passed an examination in Greek. This regulation was not an old one, for until 1822 Greek was not obligatory. By 1880 the number of undergraduates who had done no Greek before coming to the University had increased so greatly that the regulation had become very irksome, and did not result in these students acquiring any appreciable knowledge of either the language or the literature of Greece. They crammed it up for a few months before the examination from translations of the set books, which followed as nearly as possible the order of the words in the Greek text, and which had no literary value. This modicum of Greek was forgotten in less time than it had been learned. A Grace was submitted to the Senate in November 1880, proposing that Greek be no longer compulsory, but was rejected by 180 votes against 140. In January 1919 a similar Grace was proposed and passed without any opposition.
A subject which excited even more interest, and which the undergraduates seized upon as an opportunity for indulging in very elaborate " rags ", was the proposal to admit students from Newnham and Girton to University Examinations, that they should have the right to sit for the various Honours Examinations, and the place they took in the examination should be published in the list issued by the Examiners. This would not, however, entitle them to a degree. As a matter of fact there had already been cases in which, by the courtesy of the Examiners, women had been allowed to take the papers and these had been marked. Their place in the Tripos was not
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